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Fall is finally here!  The children are enjoying the beautiful weather and we are enjoying watching the children.  The teachers have so many fun lessons planned for Fall – apple studies, pumpkin math, fire safety, fall colors, farm animals, and great Bible characters like Noah, Isaac, Joseph, and Moses!  Hopefully you and your family have time to enjoy the season; the sports, the fair, and God’s beautiful creations!
[image: image7.wmf]Pumpkin Town Field Trip – October 18th
This year we are going to Pumpkin Town at 81st and Mingo.  The first bus will leave at 9:45 a.m. with the Purple Cat and White Dog Classes.  Green Frog and Blue Horse will go about 10:10 and Yellow Duck will go at about 10:30.  Each child will be able to ride the train and the inflatable slide.  Cost is $7 per child.  Please pay Miss Phyllis before October 18th. 
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Fall Break – October 20 & 21 – Please read carefully
Happy Hands is open for child care during fall break.  These are not “school days” or “Sooner Start” days.  Care is intended for children whose parents need childcare when school is not in session. Classrooms will be managed by the Assistant Teachers.  In order to have each area staffed appropriately and to plan for meals and activities, you MUST sign up on the sign in sheet to let us know that your child will be attending these two days.  Please do sign up if you NEED childcare but don’t sign up and then not show up.  While we don’t want to be understaffed, we also do not want to be overstaffed as that is not a wise use of our finances.  Thank you for your help!                               
[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf]SIGN LANGUAGE FUN!   Hopefully all our parents of deaf/hard of hearing children are taking advantage of this wonderful opportunity:  October 6th – Nov. 10th – TSHA Sign Language Class begins at 6:30 p.m. every Thursday evening.  This is a special class designed especially for parents.  Each night you will learn how to sign a different storybook.  You can be immediately successful in reading to your child!  This is open to all parents and the public.  Call TSHA at 918-832-8742 to register.  Childcare will be provided by reservation.   
Reminder!  All children should arrive to class before 9:00 daily.  One of the MOST important learning times of the day is first thing in the morning.  Remember - Happy Hands is an education center/school with before and after care – not a drop-in daycare.  
[image: image12.wmf]Halloween Policy at Happy Hands
As a Christian school we want to always to put Christ first in everything we do.  As a school for children with hearing loss and communication disorders, our goal is to provide as many language rich opportunities as we possibly can.  For Halloween we intend to provide fun, positive, non-scary activities.  We will focus more on the Fall Festivities, the beautiful colors of Fall, and nature.  We do not promote anything scary, dark, or witch-like (no ghosts, black cats, witches, etc.)  Each class will decide what kind of Fall Party they will have and your child’s teacher will communicate with you how you can help.  Thank you.  If you have any questions please feel free to talk to Jan Pride.
Parent-Teacher Conferences:

 If your child is identified with special needs (hearing loss or communication delays) your parent-teacher conferences are scheduled according to the dates on your child’s CFEP throughout the school year. 

 If your child is one of our typically developing population (enrolled for inclusion as peer language models) October is the month for parent conferences.  Please schedule a 30 minute conference with your child’s teacher during the month of October.
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November 2nd – Stephen Fite Concert Field Trip.  

[image: image14.wmf]This field trip is for the Purple Cat and White Dog classes.  The bus will leave at 9:00 a.m. to travel to Union High School PAC and return before lunch.  Stephen Fite has been doing children’s concerts for us for many years and the children always enjoy this time.  This year the theme is “Funtastic School” and Mr. Fite has encouraged everyone to wear their crazy clothes to the concert.  More details to come.  Cost is $5 per student.  Please pay Miss Phyllis.  We have only 24 seats available so there will be a very limited number of extra adult seats available.

November 11th – Miss Charmin is getting married!  We’ll all be talking about wedding bells!

  

November 12th – Happy Hands Holiday Market
Union 8th Grade Center, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  A Silent Auction and Dinner!  
This is a new event for Happy Hands.  There will be lots of fun items to bid on that will be perfect gifts for the holidays!  A nice meal, a little entertainment – a great way to begin the holiday season.  Tickets are $20.  Bring your friends and family!  What better way to support Happy Hands and have a great time.         
(Keep this date open!  December 15th is our Annual Happy Hands Christmas Program)
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by Nurse Tricia
Fact or Fiction: Eating carrots will improve your eye sight. 

Fiction. Carrots won't improve eyesight for someone eating normal healthy food. However, carrots are rich in beta carotene, which is converted into Vitamin A in the body. Vitamin A is important in maintaining normal vision, and worldwide, Vitamin A deficiency is a leading cause of blindness. Therefore in the developing world, where deficiency of vitamin A is possible, eating carrots may be good advice. 

Parenting 101:
“For you created my inmost being, 
You knit me together in my mother’s womb.

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;

Your works are wonderful, I know that full well.

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.

When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body.

All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”

Psalm 139:13-16
Your children are unique and awesome creations!  He knows and understands them; their needs and their strengths.  He has plans for them that are for their good!  And he knows and understands you, the parent.  And he loves you and knows where you struggle and where you are strong.  And he has plans for you too!  

Sometimes we may become fearful about our parenting abilities, especially if he has placed a special needs child in our care.  But be assured he wants to help you and build you up and give you the tools you need to help your child become everything that he wants them to become.  A familiar story you may have heard may be of encouragement to you.
When you’re going to have a baby, it’s like planning a fabulous vacation trip to Italy. You buy a bunch of guide books and make your wonderful plans…the Coliseum, the Sistine Chapel, Gondolas. You may learn some handy phrases in Italian. It’s all very exciting. After several months of eager anticipation, the day finally arrives. You pack your bags and off you go.

Several hours later,  the plane lands. The stewardess comes in and says, “Welcome to Holland!” “Holland?” you say. “What do you mean, Holland? I signed up for Italy. I’m supposed to be in Italy. All my life I’ve dreamed of going to Italy.” But there’s been a change in the flight plan. They’ve landed in Holland and there you must stay.

The important thing is that they haven’t taken you to a horrible, disgusting, filthy place full of pestilence, famine, and disease. It’s just a different place. So, you must go out and buy new guidebooks. And you must learn a whole new language. And you will meet a whole new group of people you would never have met. It’s just a different place. It’s slower paced than Italy, less flashy than Italy.  But after you’ve been there for a while and you catch your breath, you look around. You begin to notice that Holland has windmills. Holland has tulips. And Holland even has Rembrandts. But everyone you know is busy coming and going from Italy, and they’re all bragging about what a wonderful time they had there. And for the rest of your life you will say, “Yes, that’s where I was supposed to go. That’s what I had planned.” And the pain of that experience will never, ever, ever, go away. The loss of that dream is a very significant loss. But if you spend your life mourning the fact that you didn’t get to Italy, you may never be free to enjoy the very special, the very lovely things about Holland.

A fun activity for the whole family to celebrate the uniqueness of your child and you is to create an “I Am Special” book with your child.  Babies love to look at close-up faces.  Use photos of Mom and Dad, siblings, grandparents and label their names.  Children love to relive fun experiences like trips to the grocery store, weekend activities, or sporting events.  Always have your camera handy to snap shots of your child doing fun and interesting things.  Have siblings make funny faces or faces that show different emotions.  Take a picture and include these in the book.  Talk with your child about how God made their emotions special!  Let your kids “ham it up” for the camera and then write a caption or tell you a caption!  Any way you can celebrate their uniqueness and capture it in pictures will create healthy esteems, provide lots of language opportunities and teach them about how special they are to you and to God.  Have fun!
 “Let them know that it is your hand, that you, O Lord, have done it.” Psalm 109:27[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]
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